Migration of Media-Based Born-Digital Audiovisual Content to Files
Introduction
Hello, I am Chris Lacinak from AudioVisual Preservation Solutions. I am honored to be here today and I am privileged to share the stage with Richard Wright of the BBC and David Rice of AudioVisual Preservation Solutions. The three of us put this presentation together based on a shared concern, and some deal of consternation regarding the management of a preservation activity that many archives are addressing currently or face in the near future. This activity is the title of this presentation, which is the Migration of Media-Based Born-Digital Audiovisual Content to Files. As the one introducing the topic I would like to contextualize the discussion by offering a principle-centered and holistic perspective.

To start I would like to quote from Ray Edmonson’s Audiovisual Archiving: Philosophy and Principles, where he so wonderfully articulates the meaning of the word preservation when he writes:
Preservation is the totality of things necessary to ensure the permanent accessibility – forever – of an audiovisual document with the maximum integrity

It remains a constant challenge for those charged with enacting preservation of moving image and sound content to interpret preservation principles and the “totality of things necessary” over the course of time and across an ever-changing technological landscape.
Principles such as integrity, transparency, and permanence remain along with general practices such as migration and redundancy, but their interpretation and application transition along with the evolution of audiovisual objects from physical analog to file-based digital.
The convergence of audiovisual technologies with information technologies is a factor that has simultaneously simplified and complicated this scenario. The once clear lines of demarcation between the practices, technologies and expertise of AV and IT are no longer so clear. While this convergence brings many positive benefits related to economies of scale and scope, it also demands the necessary reconciliation and vetting of a broader set of distinct practices emerging from these two fields.  This tension has been of note across institutional sectors and organizational types, including among professional standards forming bodies where AV and IT experts are working through the realization of convergence and its associated implications.
A physical manifestation of the tension in this convergence is represented by formats which straddle the physical analog and file-based domains, or media-based born digital formats. Examples include Digital Audio Tape, commonly referred to as DAT, or the DV family of videotapes such as DVCam or miniDV.
Ultimately, preservation of content on these formats will necessitate migration in the near future and there are two things that are certain. One is that that this path will lead to the file-based digital domain. The other is that choices made in the migration process will have major implications to the successful preservation of that content.

It has been established that there are separate and distinct routes and considerations for traveling to the digital domain from physical media and within the digital domain as files. However, with media-based born-digital content the assumed path is not always so apparent. The process of migration for these formats presents choices on whether to employ practices and protocols which borrow from traditional AV or those which borrow from IT. These are nuanced considerations requiring deeper exploration and interpretation of principles into practice. A poorly selected pathway can result in a loss of efficiency, opportunity, flexibility, image and sound quality, structure, semantics, metadata and more. What these smaller losses can add up to is an overall loss to the integrity and authenticity of the original – forever.

The range of possible scenarios within this format type calls for a strong understanding of, and consideration for, both AV and IT domains when developing and implementing a preservation plan.
The presentations that follow will navigate the considerations and challenges involved in selecting and implementing a preservation pathway for the migration of media-based born-digital content. While these presentations present variable workflow options, what they share in common is the aim to recognize and apply expertise, best practices and technologies from AV and IT to arrive at the most effective solutions grounded in preservation and archiving principles and ethics.
With that I thank you, and would like to introduce Richard Wright, followed by David Rice who will offer their experience, expertise and insights into this timely and important topic.
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