
S
ta

in
e
d

 G
l
a
s
s
: 

P
a
r

a
l
l
e
l
s
 in

 
P

r
e
s
e
r
v
a
tio

n
J

i
m

 
L

i
n

d
n

e
r

Tuesday, N
ovem

ber 9, 2010



A
l
l
 th

is
 D

ig
ita

l
 

W
o
r
k
 l

e
a
d
s
 to

 
S

e
n

s
o
r
y
 D

e
p
r
iv

a
tio

n
!

Tuesday, N
ovem

ber 9, 2010



I B
o
u

g
h

t a
 C

h
u

r
c
h

Tuesday, N
ovem

ber 9, 2010



T
h

e
 C

h
u

r
c
h

 w
a
s
 a

 
“F
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”

M
aybe I should have know

n better.....

M
aybe I did not need another project....

M
aybe I w

as stupid - it w
as up for sale for 4 years and no 

locals bought it... w
hat did they know

 that I did not know
?

B
ut I did fall in love w

ith the building and one of the 
reasons w

ere these...
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W
h

o
 C

o
u

l
d
 R

e
s
is

t?

N
ot m

e! 

S
o I bought the building and 

decided to “repurpose” the 
building - essentially preserve 
aspects of it but not a “restoration”
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c
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l
l
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I did som
e research and found out that these 

w
ere not just any old w

indow
s - they w

ere 
signed. 
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B
u

t...

I also knew
 that this w

as a country church not 
N

otre D
am

e, and that these w
ere just outstanding 

w
indow

s for a country church.

W
hile unique, these w

indow
s w

ere typical of 
m

any others from
 the sam

e artist and as such w
ere 

less valuable then those in higher profile churches.
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v
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l
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e
T

he sad reality is that m
any churches are closing and m

any of the 
stained glass w

indow
s are being rem

oved and sold on E
bay.

W
hile the value in that church building is high “in situ” - the 

absolute value is very low
. 
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A
r
c
h

iv
e
s
!

It lasted for 100 years - likely it w
ill 

last for another 30 or so during m
y 

lifetim
e 

D
o I really need to fix these w

indow
s? 

I have other financial priorities

T
he cost of restoration is likely greater 

then the value of the w
indow

s

T
he w

indow
s are just part of the 

building
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d
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e
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p
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o
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c
t!

T
his w

as M
Y

 m
oney not som

e client’s m
oney

I had to m
ake a purchase / no purchase 

decision

I had to evaluate vendors

I knew
 very little about stained glass w

indow
s

I w
as the custom

er!
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4
,0

0
0

W
as not even for all the w

indow
s!

Included treatm
ent plan that seem

ed 
“inappropriate to m

e”

R
eplace B

roken G
lass w

ith M
atching C

olor

D
ivide w

indow
 into sm

aller panels

P
aint previous repairs to m

atch rest of 
w

indow

N
ot P

reservation but “recreation”
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D
igital P

reservation is N
O

T
 for everything

D
igital M

igration is a m
eaningless concept for glass 

w
indow

s

T
he w

orld is an A
nalog place and physical objects in 

it w
ill rem

ain analog for the foreseeable future

P
rovenance is im

portant and a reproduction is of 
little if any value

I thought that everything I knew
 about preservation 

w
as inapplicable - but I w

as w
rong about that.....
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W
h

a
t d

id
 I d

o
?

D
ecided to get educated - read articles, spoke to other vendors, 

em
ailed pictures to other vendors

I found that there w
ere som

e rem
arkable parallels betw

een 
S

tained G
lass and A

V
 P

reservation despite different m
edia 

types

I found that they have been doing it longer then w
e have, and 

w
e can learn som

e things from
 them

!
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S
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d
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s

G
oes back at least to the 10th C

entury

P
rocess to m

ake it described by T
heophilus in 

1100 A
D

T
hey have been fixing it for a very long tim

e!
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l
 a

 
S

to
r
y

The central m
edallion show

s the com
m

union chalice that holds w
ine, representing 

the blood of C
hrist. C

hristians believe that Jesus’ death atoned for peoples’ sins and 
that his resurrection w

as sym
bolic of G

od’s forgiveness of these sins. (M
att. 

26:26-29)
 To the right of the chalice, is a bunch of grapes from

 w
hich the w

ine is m
ade and, to 

the left, a sheaf of w
heat from

 w
hich bread is m

ade. B
read represents C

hrist’s body 
and it, along w

ith w
ine, are consum

ed during C
om

m
union to rem

ind people of 
C

hrist’s sacrifice that facilitates the forgiveness of sins.
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s

W
hile this is not incorrect, it is but one of m

any interpretations of the chalice 
w

hich focuses solely on the role of Jesus as an "atoning sacrifice" for 
hum

anities sins. W
hile this atonem

ent theology is central in the m
inds of 

com
e C

hristians, it is certainly not the case for all. 

For exam
ple, for som

e, to share in the bread and cup, is to share in the life 
of C

hrist, not just as a rem
em

brance of a past event but as a present reality. 
"C

hrist is still alive," such w
ould say, in any hum

an action w
hich is an 

expression of self-giving love. To share in the bread and cup is to be 
nurtured in that life-orientation.
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W
indow

s 17’2”x 11’2”

1.54

H
D

 16 x 9

1.77
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G
et’s its colors from

 M
etallic S

alts and 
O

xides

S
om

e colors very hard or expensive to create

M
ade in m

any different w
ays

D
am

age can explain how
 it w

as m
ade
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W
h

a
t is

 th
e
 

a
p
p
r
o
p
r
ia

te
 tr

e
a
tm

e
n

t

L
eave it the w

ay it is - potential of 
catastrophic loss?

R
em

ove it and replace w
ith blank glass - 

destroys the context of the entire N
ave?

C
em

ent?

R
epaint?
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W
h

a
t c

a
n

 w
e
 l

e
a
r
n

?

M
any of the issues that w

e are now
 

discussing are parts of standard practice in 
other fields and have been so - in som

e cases 
for H

U
N

D
R

E
D

S
 of years.
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W
h
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a
n

 w
e
 l

e
a
r
n

?
E

xtensive D
ocum

entation before, during, and 
after treatm

ent.
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u
s
t b

e
 

r
e
v
e
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ib

l
e

N
o m

ore “secret sauce” or “proprietary 
technique” - one can reveal the process 
w

ithout losing a com
petitive advantage.

S
olutions m

ust be appropriate to the need - 
just because you have a technology does not 
m

ean you m
ust use it.

S
im

ilar processes of deterioration occur in 
m

any objects, w
e can learn from

 the 
preservation techniques used in other fields.
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L
ori N

ason, P
enny B

edal

C
ranberry G

lass, N
ova S

cotia C
anada

R
ev. G

uenter D
ahle, R

ev. D
r. M

ark H
arris

E
astern S

ynod of the E
vangelical L

utheran 
C

hurch in C
anada
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